
 

A ROUGH GUIDE TO OBTAINING THE GRANT

FIRST 
APPOINTMENT 

WITH SOLICITOR

RETURN 
TERMS OF 
BUSINESS 

TO 
SOLICITOR

“OATH” AND TAX 
FORMS 

PREPARED BY 
SOLICITOR

“OATH” AND TAX 
FORMS SWORN 
BY EXECUTORS

OATH AND TAX 
FORMS SENT TO 

PROBATE 
REGISTRY

IS INHERITANCE 
TAX PAYABLE?

ONE WEEK 
TO 2 

MONTHS

GRANT OF 
PROBATE 
RECEIVED

HAVE YOU 
ASKED YOUR 
SOLICITOR TO 

JUST OBTAIN THE 
GRANT, OR 

COMPLETE THE 
FULL 

ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE ESTATE?

VALUATIONS OF ASSETS 
PROVIDED TO 

SOLICITOR BY BANKS / 
ESTATE AGENTS

VALUATIONS OF 
ASSETS PROVIDED 
TO SOLICITOR BY 

EXECUTORS

FULL 
ADMINISTRATION

GRANT ONLY

ONE WEEK

ONE WEEK 
TO 2 

MONTHS

YES

NO

ONE WEEK

TAX FORMS 
SENT TO 

HMRC FOR 
APPROVAL

ONE WEEK 
TO 1 MONTH



 

A ROUGH GUIDE TO WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

 - FULL ADMINISTRATION

PROPERTY 
TRANSFERRED TO 

BENEFICIARIES

PROPERTY SOLD

OTHER ASSETS 
CASHED IN, EG. 

BANK ACCOUNTS 
CLOSED

ESTATE 
ACCOUNTS 
DRAFTED

TAX CLEARANCE 
REQUIRED FROM 

HMRC?

DISTRIBUTE MONIES TO 
BENEFICIARIES

NO
YES

IS THERE A 
PROPERTY?

PROPERTY TO BE 
SOLD?

NO YES

DONE

NO

YES

ONE TO 
TWO 

MONTHS*

ONE TO 
TWO WEEKS

ONE MONTH 
TO 6 

MONTHS

ONE TO 
TWO WEEKS

TWO TO 
THREE 

MONTHS

* THIS ASSUMES THAT THE PROPERTY IS 
SOLD QUICKLY.  IF THE PROPERTY IS 

UNSOLD FOR SOME TIME, THEN THIS WILL 
BE MUCH LONGER.


